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 REPORT 05-10-2024 

 

Shri Veer Pulikeshi Vidya Vardhak Samstha’s Shri.S.B.Mamadapur Arts, 

Commerce & Science College Badami Department of Political Science has 

organized Special Speech by Resource Person under the Faculty Exchange 

Program on 05-10-2024. 

 

Resource Person Speech : Prof. M.M.PATIL  

Good morning to you all. It is indeed a great honor for me to be here today as the 

resource person for this session on the Federal System of Government in India. 

At the outset, I thank the organizers for inviting me and providing this opportunity 

to engage in a subject that forms the very foundation of our constitutional and 

political structure. 

 

Introduction to Federalism 

Federalism is a system of governance in which power is constitutionally divided 

between a central authority and various constituent units – typically states or 

provinces. This system ensures both unity and diversity, allowing regional 

governments to function independently while remaining under the umbrella of a 

national government. 

India, despite being described in the Constitution as a “Union of States,” has 

adopted a quasi-federal system. This means that while federal features are 

present, the Indian model has a strong unitary bias, especially in times of 

emergency or crisis. 

 

Historical Context 

India's federal structure was not a copy-paste from other federations like the 

United States. It evolved from our unique historical, cultural, and political 

conditions. Post-independence, the framers of the Constitution were aware of the 

challenges of regionalism, linguistic diversity, and uneven development. 

Therefore, they designed a federal system that would accommodate diversity 

while ensuring national integrity. 

 

Features of Indian Federalism 

Let us take a brief look at the key features of the Indian federal system: 

• Dual Polity: We have a dual system of government – the Union 

Government and State Governments, each with its own jurisdiction. 

• Division of Powers: The Constitution clearly demarcates subjects into 

three lists – Union, State, and Concurrent Lists. 

 



 

• Written Constitution: Our federal features are enshrined in a written 

Constitution, making the division of powers legally binding. 

• Independent Judiciary: The Supreme Court acts as the guardian of the 

Constitution and resolves disputes between the Centre and the States. 

• Bicameral Legislature: The Rajya Sabha, or the Council of States, ensures 

representation of states at the national level. 

 

Unitary Features in Indian Federalism 

However, India’s federalism is not symmetrical or purely federal. It has several 

unitary features: 

• The Governor, appointed by the Centre, plays a key role in state politics. 

• During President’s Rule, the central government assumes direct control 

of a state. 

• The power to reorganize states lies solely with the Parliament. 

• Emergency provisions make the federal system highly centralized during 

national crises. 

• This flexibility has helped India maintain unity in diversity, but it has also 

raised concerns about Centre-State relations and the autonomy of states. 

 

Recent Developments and Challenges 

In recent years, the federal structure has faced several challenges: 

• The role of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council has brought fiscal 

federalism to the forefront. 

• States have increasingly demanded more autonomy and financial 

devolution. 

• Political differences between state and central governments have 

sometimes led to friction. 

• The rise of coalition governments and regional parties has reshaped 

Centre-State dynamics. 

• The key is to maintain cooperative federalism, where both levels of 

government respect each other's roles and work in harmony. 

 

Conclusion 

To conclude, the federal system in India is a dynamic, evolving structure. It is 

designed to accommodate change, diversity, and the aspirations of various 

regions, while ensuring national unity and integrity. 

I hope today’s session helps you reflect more deeply on the constitutional design 

and political realities of Indian federalism. 

 



 

 

 

Shri R.S.Mulimani presidential remarks the aims and objectives, Importance of 

the faculty exchange program. Kaveri Hallur welcomed with prayer song. Shri 

S. R. Malagi gave the welcome speech and introduced the Resource Person. Shri 

A H Holi proposed vote of thanks. Shri S. R. Malagi hosted the programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 


